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HIGHLIGHTS 
January 19 - 25, 1997 


arm weather returned to Florida after Sunday's freeze, 
but frigid conditions gripped the North Central 
States anew after midweek. Farther west, a pair of moisture- 
laden storms delivered a month's worth of precipitation to 
central California, causing additional flooding and 
hampering flood-recovery efforts. Weekly temperatures 
averaged above normal nationwide except in Florida and the 
northern Plains, with departures reaching +4 to +12°F on the 
central and southern Plains and across the Southeast. 
Generally light precipitation fell from the Midwest into the 
Northeast, while showers and thunderstorms dropped as 
much as 1 to 3 inches of moisture on the Southeast. On the 
central Plains, however, a 2-month dry spell persisted. 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Total Precipitation (Inches) 
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(Continued from front cover) 

On Sunday morning, a freeze 
struck much of Florida, 
including interior southern 
sections. In Dade County, 
lows dipped to 31°F in 
Homestead and 32°F in 
Perrine. In southwestern 
Florida, temperatures were at 
or below freezing for only 4 
hours in Ft. Myers, but for 9 
hours (including 4 hours at or 
below 28°F) at the nearby 
Southwest Florida Regional 
Airport. Farther north, lows in 
central Florida included 24°F 
near Avon Park, 25°F in Plant 
City and Daytona Beach, and 
26°F in Orlando. By January 
25,  daily-record warmth 
returned to Florida, where 
Miami Beach notched 80°F. 


Bitterly cold weather prevailed 

in the Northeast early in the 

week. On Sunday, Montpelier, 

VT logged a daily-record low 

of -27°F. Elsewhere across the 

region, lows on January 19 

included -38°F in Canaan, VT, 

-30°F in Watertown, NY, and 

-25°F in Galeton, PA. Farther west, daily-record warmth dotted the central Plains, where Sunday's highs soared to 66°F in Hill City, 
KS and McCook, NE. A day later, Grand Island, NE noted 67°F. 


Rain returned to central California, becoming heavy at midweek and again at week's end. At Blue Canyon, in the Sierra Nevada 
foothills, 16.97 inches fell during the week--more than their January normal of 12.42 inches--boosting their total since December 1 to 
77.06 inches, 123 percent of their annual normal. At Incline Village, NV, near Lake Tahoe, weekly snowfall totaled 65 inches. By 
January 26, a network of more than 100 high-elevation Sierra Nevada stations reported an average of 27 inches of snow-water equivalent, 
about 160 percent of normal for the date. In California's Central Valley, downtown Sacramento received a daily-record, 2.13-inch 
rainfall on Wednesday en route to a weekly total of 4.02 inches. 


Significant snow also fell eastward to the central Rockies and northward to the Cascades. In Utah's Wasatch Range, Alta netted 36 
inches during the week. At week's end, heavy snow fell at lower elevations across the West, where Saturday's totals reached 2.7 inches 
in Boise, ID, 2.9 inches in Pendleton, OR, 5.0 inches in Pocatello, ID, and 7.0 inches in Elko, NV. Farther east, low temperatures 
plunged to -10 to -35°F across the North Central States after midweek. Combined with gusty winds and snow, occasional ground- 
blizzard conditions and sub-minus 60°F wind chills again engulfed the region. Very heavy snow blanketed the Great Lakes region. In 
Marquette, MI, where 28.7 inches fell during the week (including 12.6 inches on Saturday), monthly snowfall reached a January-record 
86.7 inches. Elsewhere, weekly snowfall included 4.3 inches in Madison, WI, 5.7 inches in Portland, ME, 6.7 inches in Fargo, ND, 
and 16.1 inches in Alpena, MI. Farther south, rainfall topped 2 inches in locations such as Lexington, KY, Chattanooga, TN, and 
Victoria, TX. On Friday, severe thunderstorms spawned several tornadoes across the South, including an F2 (113 to 157 mph winds) 
with a 10-mile path near Tuscaloosa, AL, and an F4 (207 to 260 mph) with a 6.5-mile path near Murfreesboro, TN. 


On the Plains, precipitation since December 1, 1996, was as low as 0.03 inch (4 percent of normal) in North Platte, NE, 0.04 inch (4 
percent of normal) in Dodge City, KS, 0.07 inch (5 percent of normal) in Concordia, KS, and 0.09 inch (5 percent of normal) in Abilene, 
TX. Farther north, some of the season's coldest air invaded at week's end. By Sunday, January 27, lows in Minnesota plunged to -43°F 
in Park Rapids and a daily-record -42°F in International Falls. Hayward, WI recorded -36°F. 
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National Weather Data for Selected Cities 


Weather Data for the Week Ending January 25, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending January 25, 1997 
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Weather Data for the Week Ending January 25, 1997 
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Based on 1961-90 normals 


Note: These data are preliminary and subject to change. In the past, precipitation totals from a number of stations have been incomplete. 
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National Agricultural Summary 





January 20 - 26, 1997 








HIGHLIGHTS 


The northern half of the country remained in a winter 
weather pattern that continued to pressure livestock 
and feed supplies. The heavier-than-normal feeding 
will likely result in shortages in many areas by spring. 
Livestock losses continued to be heavy, and producers 
are still calculating losses. Dry conditions persisted 
through the central Great Plains, but little damage to 
wheat was reported. Pacific storms continued to 


produce heavy precipitation in central and northern 
California, resulting in additional flooding in some 
areas. Many agricultural activities were at a standstill. 
Florida’s freeze damage is still being assessed. 
Producers were salvaging marketable fruit to limit 
losses. Vegetable losses were heavy in some areas, 
especially in southern Florida. 
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Experimental product based on preliminary data 
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_International Weather and Crop Summary 





January 19 - 25, 1997 





FSU-WESTERN: Unusually mild weather provided favorable 
overwintering conditions for winter grains. 


EUROPE: Mild weather diminished protective snow cover in the 
north, while unusually wet weather continued in Spain. 


AUSTRALIA: Scattered showers in eastern Australia benefited local 
summer crops and pastures. 


SOUTH AFRICA: Rain benefited reproductive corn, but a few dry 
pockets lingered in the west. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA: Across Java, showers continued to favor main- 
season rice, but caused additional flooding. 





HIGHLIGHTS 


EASTERN ASIA: Seasonable weather prevailed across the North 
China Plain, keeping winter wheat dormant. Rain favored winter 
grains and oilseeds across southern China. 


SOUTH AMERICA: In southern Brazil, dry weather returned to Rio 
Grande do Sul after early-week beneficial rains. Dry weather 
prevailed across central Argentina, but adequate soil moisture still 
exists for summer crops. 


NORTHWESTERN AFRICA: Showers maintained adequate to 
abundant moisture for winter grain development in Morocco, while 
unfavorably dry weather persisted in central and eastern Algeria. 








__ FSU-WESTERN 


EUROPE 





A substantial warming trend occurred over most winter grain areas in 
Russia, Ukraine, Belarus, and the Baltics. The highest temperatures 
during the week rose to slightly above freezing (1-8 degrees C) in these 
areas. Weekly temperatures averaged 4 to 8 degrees C above normal 
in Russia, 2 to 6 degrees above normal in Ukraine, and 4 to 6 degrees 
C above normal in the Baltics and Belarus. While the mild weather 
provided favorable overwintering conditions for winter grains, it 
caused some melting of snow, especially in western crop areas. Mostly 
dry weather prevailed over Ukraine and southern Russia, while 
moderate to heavy snow (10-25 mm liquid equivalent) fell over 
northern Russia, increasing snow cover. 














A warming trend continued over most of the continent, providing 
favorable overwintering conditions for winter grains, but melting 
protective snow cover. Light, if any, precipitation accompanied the 
mild weather in northern and eastern Europe. By week’s end, most 
winter grain areas in the north were snow-free. However, a shallow to 
moderate snow cover remained over winter grain areas from the Czech 
Republic and Slovakia, southward through Hungary, into Romania. 
Weekly temperatures averaged 2 to 6 degrees C above normal over 
most of Europe. In Spain, light to moderate precipitation (25-50 mm, 
with local amounts in excess of 50 mm) maintained an unusually wet 
weather pattern that has persisted since early December, especially in 
the south. While the wet weather in Spain has resulted in some 
fieldwork delays, it has boosted reservoir levels and provided abundant 
soil moisture. 
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Showers (10-36 mm) continued in Morocco, maintaining adequate to 
abundant moisture conditions for winter grains in the vegetative stage. 
Farther east, although light to moderate showers in western Algeria 
helped ease prolonged dryness, dry weather persisted in primary 
growing areas in central and eastern Algeria. Furthermore, 
unseasonably warm weather prevailed in Algeria, increasing 
evaporation rates. In Tunisia, dry weather returned to most of the 
country, following last week’s beneficial rains. Soil moisture 
remained limited in Algeria and Tunisia, necessitating timely rains 
during the remainder of the growing season to boost yield prospects. 
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Scattered showers (5-37 mm) continued across the corn belt. 
Temperatures averaged near normal, with highs reaching the low to 
mid 30's C in the west. Corn was in or approaching reproduction 
across the region and many locations, notably western Orange Free 
State, required additional moisture for normal development. 
However, this past week’s rain (15-35 mm) has been highly beneficial 
in North West, an important white corn producer. Elsewhere, 
moderate to heavy rain (25-50 mm or more) fell in Kwazulu-Natal’s 
northern sugarcane areas, but drier weather (25 mm or less) dominated 
the southern crop areas. 














In southern Brazil, dry weather returned to Rio Grande do Sul after 
beneficial early-week rainfall (40-60 mm). Temperatures averaged 
near normal across the state. Elsewhere in Brazil, widespread showers 
(25-75 mm) kept soil moisture levels high for reproductive soybeans. 
Heavy showers (125-200 mm) likely caused flooding across Parana. 
Mostly dry weather prevailed in central Argentina, where soil 
moisture should still be adequate for reproductive to filling corn and 
vegetative soybeans. However, by week’s end, higher temperatures 
(above 35 degrees C) started to increase evapotranspiration rates and 
reduce soil moisture reserves. 











January 28, 1997 Weekly Weather and Crop Bulletin 





EASTERN ASIA 


Seasonably dry, cold weather kept winter wheat dormant across the 
North China Plain. Several weeks of cold weather (minimum 
temperatures below -5 degrees C) have helped to reduce pests to 
summer crops (especially cotton) across this region. Moderate rain 
(15-60 mm) fell across the southern half of China, favoring winter 
grains and oilseeds and increasing reservoir supplies for summer 
crops. 























SOUTHEAST ASIA - 

Widespread heavy showers (60-125 mm, with isolated amounts 
greater than 150 mm) fell across western and central Java, 
maintaining irrigation supplies for main-season rice. These showers 
also prompted additional flooding. In the Philippines, mostly dry 
weather has prevailed, with only southern Luzon reporting significant 
rainfall (5-25 mm). The northeastern monsoon, which is the main 
mechanism for rainfall across the islands, has temporarily subsided. 
Showers (15-60 mm) favored winter-spring rice transplanting across 
northern Vietnam. 

















Scattered showers (S-25 mm or more) benefited Queensland’s 
northern sorghum and cotton, but the remainder of the main summer 
crop areas received little or no rain. In the southeast, moderate rain 
(10-25 mm or more) boosted moisture reserves for pastures and 
grazing. Dry weather persisted in the west. In New Zealand, light 
rain (25 mm or less) covered the main pasture areas. 
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The following information is taken from the January 27 news release by the USDA Florida Agricultural Statistics Service. 


Freezing temperatures at the start of the week of January 19 through 25 harmed crops to varying degrees in all areas. Lows were 
in the teens, twenties, and thirties. Some Everglades localities reportedly recorded below-freezing temperatures for 11 hours. 


Sugarcane: The cold on January 19-20 damaged the crop. In some fields, the leaves were only scorched and in others the total 
top was killed. 


Citrus: Damage from freezing temperatures on January 19 is variable, depending on location, tree condition, stage of growth, 
and moisture levels at the time of the freeze. 


Vegetables: Warmer weather during the week helped some vegetable fields, mainly younger acreage, recover from the freeze. | 
Producers are salvaging marketable fruit from fields hurt significantly by the freeze. 


Snap beans and squash: In Dade and Everglades, some young acreage is recovering from the frost, with plants now greening | 
up. The cold hurt most older fields. In the Southwest, growers are continuing to plant acreage destroyed by the recent freeze. 


Sweet corn: The crop condition is improving in Dade. Producers in the Everglades are beginning to replant young fields | 
destroyed by the freeze. 


Tomatoes: Higher temperatures are aiding recovery from the cold. Harvesting of a reduced volume continues. In Dade, damage | 
from the frost was spotty. Some fields showed considerable damage while others were not hurt as much. In Palmetto-Ruskin, | 


crop condition is poor to fair. Producers are replanting some acreage lost to the freeze. Most fields lost to the freeze will be | 
replanted. | 
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